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“Four Churches. One Family. United in Mission. Rooted in Christ.”

A Family of Collaborating Parishes and Missions in Ouachita Parish




EPIPHANY

CLOSING OF JUBILEE

JANUARY 4, 2026

Mass Schedule & Intentions:

4 Sunday | Epiphany ( Observed )
OLF Sat,4:30 + Gina Fontana
+ Julius Fontana
+ Angeleen Fontana
+ Albert Tan
+ Tan Tao Pin
JGS Sat,4:30 + Deceased Members of the
Costanza, Lewis, Tarver,
Horne & Zagone Families
+ Carolyn Whitfield
+ Thurman Dickey, Jr.
+ Mauriciou Family
+ Joe Southwell
OLF 9:00a For OLF Parishioners
JGS 9:00a + John Alan Williams Sr.
SL 10:45a  + David MclIntosh
JGS 11:00a For JGS Parishioners
JGS 5:00p + Caroline Graham Whitfield

5 Monday
JGS 5:30p + Jeff Hooton

6 Tuesday
OLF 9:00a + Gina Fontana
+ Julius Fontana
JGS 5:30p + Ruby Nahlen
+ Linda Lavender Ford
8 Thursday
OLF 8:30a For OLF Parishioners
JGS 530p + Lynwood Cathey

9 Friday

JGS 8:15a + Marie Easterling
OLF 6:00p + Angeleen Fontana

Looking for readings? EpE
Visit www.usccb.org/readings i

Sanctuary Candle:
January 4 - January 10

JGS Memory of Mary Duhon
From Leo & Jan Nelson

OLF In Memory of Judith Huffman
From the Haney Family

We Welcome All Visitors!

Thank you for worshipping with us today!

If you want to learn more about our parish
or have questions about the Catholic Faith,
please email NELAcatholics@gmail.com.

We will be happy to'answer your questions?

Epiphany

Dear Friends:

When most people today use the word epiphany, they mean a personal “aha”
moment. [ had an epiphany. Something finally made sense. Something
clicked. But what the Church celebrates today is not an epiphany. It’s the

Epiphany—and it wasn’t private, emotional, or subjective.

It was public.
Concrete.
Real.

Today, we celebrate the moment when God showed Himself to the world.
The Magi—outsiders, foreigners, Gentiles—are drawn to Bethlehem, and
what they see changes human history forever: not an idea, not a philosophy,
not a moral code, but a person. God has a face. God has entered our world.

Jesus Christ is real, present, and for everyone.

Thats the heart of Epiphany.

Now here’s something many people miss: the Incarnation didn’t begin on
Christmas. It began nine months earlier, when Mary said yes at the
Annunciation. God entered human history quietly, humbly, almost invisibly.
Like every human life, Jesus was hidden before He was revealed.

Christmas celebrates His birth. Epiphany celebrates His being shown—not
just to Israel, but to the whole world. And that showing never stopped.
From God’s point of view, the most important thing happening in the world
for the last two thousand years isn’t politics, technology, or trending
headlines. It’s chis: Jesus Christ continues to enter real human lives—saving,
healing, forgiving, and giving meaning where there was none. If that hasn’t
been happening, then Christianity is just a nice story. But if it has been

happening—and it has—then everything Changes.

So how does God keep making Himself known? Through grace. Through the
Holy Spirit. And—this is the uncomfortable part—through us.

Jesus didn’t ride into Jerusalem on a war horse. He chose a donkey. Ordinary.
Unimpressive. Slow. Stubborn. That hasn’t changed. God still chooses
imperfect people to carry Him into the world. People who mess up. People

who doubt. People who don’t feel ready. People like us.

And how do we help make Christ visible today? Two ways: show and tell.
Showing comes first. Jesus said it clearly: “This is how all will know that you
are my disciples—if\you have love for one another.” Not just being “nice.” Not
surface-level kindness. But a love that costs something. A love that sacrifices.
A love that forgives when it would be easier not to. That kind of love stands
out. Tt feels different. It reveals something real. Telling comes next. Words
matter—but they matter most when they match how we live. When someone
asks, “Why do you live this way?” or “Why do you believe this?” our answer
has weight because they've already seen something different.

At the end of every Mass, we're told to go. Literally, “You are sent.” You don't
leave Mass empty-handed. You leave on mission. The Mass continues the

Incarnation.
Your life continues the Epiphany.

So this week, let Christ be seen—through you.

& T
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TABLE TALK

Where do you see the Light of Christ in your life?
What gifts do you have to bring to Jesus?

How can you worship like the Wise Men?

FROM THE CATECHISM

CCC 528 — “The Epiphany is the manifestation of Jesus as Messiah of
Israel, Son of God and Savior of the world. The great feast of Epiphany
celebrates the adoration of Jesus by the Wise Men from the East, the Magi,
who represent the pagan religions seeking salvation. In the Magi, the
Church sees the first-fruits of the nations who welcome the good news of
salvation through the Incarnation.”

CCC 439 — “The adoration of the Magi from the East shows that ‘the
Gentiles seek him in order to find him,’ since ‘faith makes them sons of
Abraham.” The Magi’s coming to Jerusalem in order to pay homage to the
king of the Jews shows that they seek in Israel, in the messianic light of the
Star of David, the one who will be king of the nations. Their coming means
that pagans can discover Jesus and worship Him as Son of God and Savior
of the world only by turning toward the Jews and receiving from them the
messianic promise as contained in the Old Testament.”

Where is the riewbor king of the Jews?
We saw his star at its riging y

arntd have come to 0o him /mrf-n:ryﬁ.
. Matthew 2:2

Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! Your light has come,
the glory of the Lord shines upon you.

See, darkness covers the earth,

and thick clouds cover the peoples;

but upon you the LORD shines,

and over you appears his glory.

Nations shall walk by your light,

and kings by your shining radiance.

Raise your eyes and look about;

they all gather and come to you:

your sons come from afar,

and your daughters in the arms of their nurses.

Then you shall be radiant at what you see,

your heart shall throb and overflow,

for the riches of the sea shall be emptied out before you,
the wealth of nations shall be brought to you.

Caravans of camels shall fill you,

dromedaries from Midian and Ephabh;

all from Sheba shall come

bearing gold and frankincense,

and proclaiming the praises of the LORD. Isaiah 60:1-6

DEVOTIONS
& SCRIPTURE STUDY
Mondays
HS Girls Bible Study
JGS 6:00p Youth Room
Tuesdays
Men’s Bible Study — Deacon Tom
JGS 6:30a  Moore Hall

Bible Study & Dinner

OLF 6:00p Parish Hall
Wednesdays
Women'’s Bible Study — Elaine Elias
JGS 1:00p  Moore Hall
Thursdays
Divine Mercy Chaplet
JGS 4:45p  Church
Rosary
JGS 5:00p Church
Bible Study — Deacon Chris
JGS 7:00p Zoom
Fridays

Divine Mercy Chaplet (followed by
Seven Sorrows Rosary on 1* Fridays)
JGS 3:30p Tabernacle Area

Lord, every nation
, on earth will adore you

ADORATION

EXPOSITION

Tuesday

JGS 6a-9p

2" Wednesday

SL 6-6:30p

Thursday

OLF 9:45a-12p

1* Friday

OLF 6:30-7p

Church Open for personal prayer

Monday-Friday
JGS 8:30a-3:30p
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LORD, WE PRAY FOR:

JESUS THE GOOD SHEPHERD

Jeff Albritton, Mary Ana, Gabriella Armstrong, John Baker, Judy
Bell, Darlene Bergquist, Theresa Birden, Pat Blanchard, Pam
Bratton, Travis Breard, Ginger Brown, Lana Caron, Donna Calhoun,
Jane Calk, Anthony Canizaro, Tommy Canizaro, Jr., Brenda Carso,
Elias “Eli” James Chase, Joyce Chase, Karmann Conlee, JoAnn
Crone, Kitty Curry, Theresa Curry, Bernadette Dayton, Alison
DeRouen, Charlotte Dickey, Gwen Dunn, Karen Embanato, Susan
Erlemeier, Brian Fassett, Phyllis Fuller, Helen Geisler, Joan Gibb,
Jordan Gibb, Faith Gremillion, Clint Guillory, Caiden Giovingo,
Russ Givens, Catherine Gray, Louis Haas, Jane Hattaway, Philip
Hayden, Beau Herlevic, Catherine Hightower, Tim Hudson, J.
Michael Inzina, Lee Jacks, Debra Johnson, Jason M. Johnson, Diane
Jones, Danette Keith, Jeri Kelly, Helen King, Mercer King, Melissa
Kroper, Walter LaRose, Sr., Steve Lawrence, Michelle Lofton, Karen
Luneau, Christian Makuch, Margaret Mansur, Ann May, Marley
McClanahan, Ralph McCurdy, Bridget Tonore McFerrin, Raymond
McKinney, Sr., Tobie McKown, Emma Medlin, Ed Miceli, Tommy
Miceli, Connie Milam, Jerry Miller, Phyllis Monaco, Gloria Morgan,
Larry Mullens, Ed Patrick, Russell Peterson, Dianna Petty, Joey
Poland, Vada Powell, Charles Pritchard, Paula Pruett, Florine Robin,
Lex & Lance Runk, William Ronquille, Pat Russell, Maggie Sewell,
Mary Ann Sims, J. Randolph Smith, S.L. Southern Alpha Spence,
Heather Talley, Doug Tarver, Bill Turnbough, Peggy Turnbough,
Joan Vales, Marc VanDerKarr, Ken Teddy Varino, Lucy Wren
Wilson, Quentin Wuerz, Mary Young

OUR LADY OF FATIMA

Barbara Bryant, Shayne Carter, Mike Chambers, Frances
Chisley, Hunter Joseph Day, Sally Ditta, Joey Ditta, Kay
Faraci, Lauren Fontana, Nick D. Fontana, Alan Haney, Daniel
Harris, Sam Hightower, Evelyn Horne, Do T.X. Huong,
Norma Hutsell, Kim Johnston, Laurie Lay, Danny Lenard,
Rowan Lenard, Teena Lenard, Joe Marsala, Tatiana McGary,
Joselito Mercado, Martha Minten, Dr. Elnora Montgomery,
Doyle Nelson, Maria Kimberlyle Nguyen, Su Nguyen, Pat
Nichols, Nancy Pierron, Ed Ritter, Chuck Romano, Andrew
Scurria, Janice Socha, Lou St. Amant, Keith Taylor, Mike
Waterman, Linda Westbrooks, Elizabeth Williams, Melissa
Winkler, Lucy Zaunbrecher

ST. LAWRENCE

Verda Anders, Kent Bennett, James Brown, Ronnie Bryant,
Dorothy Duncan, Jesse Fike, Jr., Betty Guillory, Laura
Hardin, Maryellen Heidenreich, Felicia Jones, Dott Justice,
Sarah Knick, Roger Lee, Jackson Murphy, Colby Neitz,
Nadine Odom, Pat Oglesbee, Kay Patterson, Aimee Pfriemer,
Paula Phillips, Edwin “Ed Popie” L. Ritter, Jr., Casey Sanders,
Lana Seay, Shirley & Joe Slack, Beverly Henson Smith,
William & Ann Wyatt

Our Dearly Departed:
Leo Nelson, Carolyn Sandel, Connie Jungina, Merle Brennan,
Warren Brennan

SACRAMENTS

Baptism: antgﬁawflations (o _our parents on thﬁ CONFESSION FOR ALL PARISHIONERS
upcoming birth of your child. Cal e Churc . . - e
Office at least three months before your baby's birth. SCHEDULE OF ()LF‘! SL, CCM, & ](’ S
We look forward to helping you and your
godp}arents prepare for .the Sacrament of Baptism. Sunday Baptism Seminar
Baptism seminar is required. )
, SL 11:45am JGS Moore Hall 6:30-8p
First Sacraments & Confirmation: We joyfully Tuesday
support families as children prepare to receive the « February 5
Sacraments of Reconciliation, First Eucharist, and JGS 4:00pm
Confirmation. Preparation includes both catechesis Wednesday
and opportunities for spiritual growth, helping CCM 5-00pm Engaged Couples Weekend
children encounter Christ more deeply through each S q JUp JGS Parish Hall
sacrament. aturday .
Fri1 6-8:4 -4
o JGS 3:00pm 6-8:45p, Sat 9a-4p
Matrimony: We congratulate all of our newly « February 6 & 7
engaged couples. Contact our office soon (at least OLF 3:30pm

six months prior to your desired wedding date). We
look forward to helping you as you prepare to enter
the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony.

Vocations: If you feel that you may be called to the
priesthood or sisterhood, please call our office to
schedule an appointment with Father Peter.

Anointing of the Sick & Ministry to the Sick:

If you or your loved one is in a hospital, about to
undergo surgery, or in a nursing home or homebound
and would like to be visited or receive the sacraments,
please call or email the church office to schedule.

Funerals: When death is imminent, or upon the
death of a loved one, please make the church one of
your first calls. We are here to support you.

Or by appointment. Call the
church office to schedule.

Email pa@jgschurch.org to register.
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NEWS & EVENTS

JESUS THE GOOD SHEPHERD N G
LOOKING

Baptism Prep Class
Thursday, February 5, 6:30pm AHE AD
Bingo Every Third Thursday
Thursday, January 15, 11:00am FLOCKNOTE

Deacon Tom's Men’s Bible Study EEE
Tuesdays, 6:30am, Parlor Room %

v

FEBRUARY 18 | Ash Wednesday

Elaine’s Bible Study MARCH 29 | Palm Sunday
Wednesdays, 1:00pm, Parish Hall E]ﬁguiﬁ;‘
JGS SVDP Meals on Wheels
Saturday, January 31 APRIL 05 | Easter Sunday
OCIA

Tuesdays, 6:30pm, Moore Hall

Society of St. Yincent de Paul Meetings @, - //L ADULT F AITH
Monday, 12:00pm, January 12 \ K FORMATION CORNER

CHRIST THE KING, ULM GROW DEEPER IN YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE CATHOLIC FAITH
Game Night JOIN CCM Tuesday, January 6 6:30pm at JGS
Will Resume the week of January 11 | GROUPME The Sacraments of Reconciliation

& Anointing of the Sick | OCIA

Dollar Lunch
Will Resume the week of January 11

Fr. Peter Mangum

Tuesday, January 13 6:30pm at JGS

The Sacraments of Marriage and Holy Orders | OCIA
OUR LADY OF FATIMA Deacon Tom & Jo Ann Deal

Altar SOCiety FLOCKNOTE Tuesday, January 20 6:30pm at JGS

rd .
3" Mondays, 5:30pm - The Sacrament of Confirmation
Bible Study & Dinner !E]F&:—:'E] & The People of God | OCIA
Tuesdays — 6pm (Hall)

Catholic Daughters of America
4" Thursdays — 5:30pm (Hall) Tuesday, January 27 6:30pm at JGS

The Early Church & Church History | OCIA
Dr. Cheryl White

Deacon Bill Goss

ST. LAWRENCE

Adoration & Mass

2" Wednesdays — 6pm & 6:30pm MYPARISH APP Tuesday, February 3 6:30pm at JGS
Knights of Columbus I'-T:FFEEI Christian Moral Living & Social Jusitce | OCIA

2™ Tuesdays — 6pm (Hall) Deacon Chris Domingue & Kayla Hebert
Singles Group Lunch EI“%.‘%

Sundays, 12pm Tuesday, February 10 6:30pm at JGS

A Consistent Ethic of Life & Social Justice | OCIA
STAY UP TO DATE: FOR BULLETIN INQUIRIES: Jarrad Faulk
ics.on Contact:
NELACatholies.org Jennifer Patterson
Northeast Louisiana Email: TO I_EARN MORE SCAN HERE

] Catholics PA@jgschurch.org
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NEWS & EVENTS

SAVE THE DATE

LENTEN MISSION

FEBRUARY 21°" - 26™ 2026

Topic: The Eucharist in the Bible Belt

“Unless you eat My Flesh and drink My Blood...”
— John 6

Guest Retreat Master Rev. Kevin MacDonald

Xy
x
; N MARYHILL OF NORTHEAST LOUISIANA RETREAT
} / RENEWAL CENTER Adoration « Community « Theology « Service FEBRUARY ]9_22
Not just a retreat..a Way of Life!

[ ‘f‘ $200 REGISTRATION FEE
///‘ d\uim‘u

RETREAT 4

REGISTER
\’ ~
e ) For more information, contact Vee Dickey at 318-381-6831 @(\a«/:‘ To DAY!
tj or email rekindleretreat00@gmail.com C‘,; }\'f/)‘

PLEASE PRAY
FOR OUR
SEMINARIANS

We ask our parish family to keep our
seminarians in your daily prayers as they

continue discerning God’s call and ——r—"
preparing for the priesthood. Through Fistan Fris athan Lirette re eggio
their studies, formation, and spiritual

growth, they generously offer their lives in
service to Christ and His Church.

May the Lord grant them wisdom,
perseverance, and joy, and may Our
Blessed Mother watch over them as they
seek to follow His will. Please take a
moment to pray for each of our
seminarians, thanking God for their “yes”
and asking for continued guidance and

strength on their journey. Jordan Fegert Angel Gomez
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REGULAR COLLECTIONS

OUR LADY OF FATIMA

Actual Budget Overage (Shortage)
Dec 20 & 21 $4,755 $3,846 $909
YTD $86,012 $96,153 ($10,141)
ST. LAWRENCE
Actual Budget Overage (Shortage)
Dec 21 $1,346 $1,567 ($221)
YTD $46,112 $37,608 $8,504
JESUS THE GOOD SHEPHERD
Actual Budget Overage (Shortage)
Dec 20 & 21
YTD Not available at time of print.
SPECIAL COLLECTIONS

January 17/18
The Church in
Latin America

January 31 & Februaryl
Diocesan Catholic Schools
Tuition Fund

GIVING

It is through your generosity that we are able to
provide a comprehensive program of worship, faith
formation, and evangelization. Thank you for your
prayerful, intentional, and faithful donations.

OUR LADY OF FATIMA
Make checks payable to Our Lady of Fatima.

ST. LAWRENCE
Make checks payable to St. Lawrence Church.

JESUS THE GOOD SHEPHERD

Scan QR code
to give online.

Or make checks pdydble to Jesus the Good Shepherd.

CHRIST THE KING, ULM

Scan QR code
to give online.

Or make checks payable to Catholic Campus Ministry

Our Lady of Fatima
3205 Concordia Street, Monroe LA, 71201
318-325-7595 | office@olfmonroela.org
olfmonroela.org

Christ the King Chapel at ULM

911 University Avenue, Monroe, LA 71203 |

318-343-4897 | ccm@ulm.edu
www.ulmcem.org

St. Lawrence Catholic Church
357 Swartz School Road, Monroe, LA, 71203
318-343-1618 | office.slcc.swartz@gmail.com

Jesus the Good Shepherd
2510 Emerson Street, Monroe, LA, 71201
318-325-7549 | receptionist@jgschurch.org
jgschurch.org

To contact Fr. Peter: Call 318-325-7549 or email pastorsoffice@jgschurch.org
To contact Fr. Vu: Call 225-202-9087 or email Fr.Vu@jgschurch.org

o StateFarm-

EDDIE NEITZ
318-649-2727 ¢ eddieneitz.com

MECHANICAL CONTRACTORS

115 Ridgedale Dr., West Monroe, Louisiana
318-397-8552

NEIL CHEVALLIER, CRNP & DR. LORETTA GREMILLION
2409 Broadmoor Boulevard, Monroe, LA * (318) 323-8799

@ADVANCED

Dermatology Care

Accepting New Patients

Compliments of

PROGRESSIVE

BANK

Member FDIC

W Marsal-

www.marsalabeverage.com

Jesus the Good Shepherd, Monroe, LA Inside Ads #19255-AG-8/3/25



Steepy
THE
MULHEARN ) (B

CORPORATION, Lic 9th and Louisville Ave.
FUNERAL HOMES - CEMETERY Monroe, LA 71201
PRE-NEED INSURANCE 318-325-4520

FLOWERS

OWNED BY JARRAD AND
.. JO TIFFANY FAULK,
JGS Parishioners JGS PARISHIONERS

318-323-0505 + mulhearnfuneralhome.com [FRSERSTR T

fl SHYSICAL “‘1‘);:_, Find us on
{ i l. Jesus the Good S/lepherd Parishioners 3 1 8-9 1 4-8287 n FaCEbOOk

BTN $LEE EDWARDS

:. & _—
H West M —1804 N. 7th St.
Haik Humble " °348.325 2610 MAZDA
Eye Center Ray—ville ERETY Yl 2218 Louisville Ave, Monroe, LA « leeedwardsauto.com MILETELLO
318.728.2020 Generations of JGS Parishioners LANDSCAPE
e £ 58 e i & s 318-914-3643 | 318-376-6700
1 LSl ; ishi
0 Follow us on Facebookl 7 ) (“‘ One-on-One Care dn 5 401 Trenton St. JGS Parl$hl0nel’$
\_/ ] ( )5 ER 102 Northpark Dr., Monroe, LA 71203

PLUMBING

Licensed Master Plumber | office: 318.322.5116
Il: 318.801.8600

BOBBY KELLY -
email: bkelly@kplumbing.com

address: 809 N. 8th Street
Monroe, LA 71201

Owner, Parishioner

West Monroe
P = —
www.jacscraftsmokehouse.com “f

; . o
CNuUsa. s A1
Q{stauraﬁt Assurance

& (“Wlfl 4 LC [[Cll’ - Home Loan Experts

318-387-3083

~ Van-Trow

Right on the Corner Right on the Price

815 Park Ave. Monroe Mike Brodtman | NmLs #114391
Open Tuesday—Saturday, 5:10pmydy 3183769727

Joey Brodtman | NMLS #80692
. @genumarestaurant ﬁ gem_lsasrestaurant 318-245-3996

PEREGRINE

Printing * Mailing Services
Promotional Items * Office Supplies

Tom Brock ;E\UTDMDTIVE‘
7318-998-4131_ MOMROE « WEST MONF[OE RUSTOM
tbrock@peregrinesolutions.com PYTRITETI YISy, | 2009 ROSELAWN AVENUE, MONROE

TOYOTA

(318) 387-2020
2015 Louisville Ave. Monroe

?‘, r'a-'

*x Fx@EDEN

(‘, e

J ANTONIO WHO WE ARE OUR SERVICES
X TRAMONTANA [} our mission is to provide ;,\Ome{ Se’?//o
By ATTORNEY AT LAW [l 1he highest quality .Qq? ©  ua PAINTING + DRYWALL
of craftsmonsh'ip in § TRIM + FINISH
the |ndustry pmred % CARPENTRY
with unparalleled 9&
customer service. Y £ FLOORING

2000 Lamy Lane, Monroe

BROWN'’S PAINTING, LLC
318.340.1515 brownspainting.com | 318-805-4624
richard@brownspainting.com
2107 Jasmine St, Monroe

Kristopher C. Sirmon, M.D.

BOARD-CERTIFIED

ORTHOPAEDIC SURGEON

FLOWERS Nurse: Robin Priestly, O.P.A.-C, O.T.C. HANRESTALRA
_2 EST. 1964 r-‘\

318-324-8337 » veesflowers.net (219) 3624319
1814 Roselawn Ave, Monroe www.northlaortho.com ., Monroe, LA

tramontana@comcast.net
www.tramontanalaw.com

e

R,OJO°FIN G wc
’»ODMM[HBIMEHESIHENHM

LICENSED & INSURED - ROOFING SPECIALIST

318-355-6300 "o -

JGS Parishioners SHREVEPO RT LA
Compliments of OXY

Lane Eddleman, DDS

Nick Gregory, DDS ——COMPANY—
Sarah Hummel Gregory, DDS Charlotte and Edward Shaw
Eric Lavespere, DDS JGS Parishioners
Patrick McGee, DDS 318-387-4115 « shawoxygen.com

Carson Rutz, DDS

Charles Sampognaro, DDS Bavou State ReCYCle
Matt Sanderson, DDS

Robert Spatafora, DDS (318) 512'0660

G Stephens, DDS
i CURBSIDE RECYCLING

JGS Parishioners HOME - OFFICE - COMMERCIAL

www.trappsontheriver.com 318-855-6428 | Miletello AT 614-7

J SPI-\;RKS
TRAPP'S |~
i i n{:} DriveSparks.com L<LA 4

Tuesday-Friday: Memory Of 2

GREAT FOOD. 11om W  virginia I 1100 Auto Mall Dr. Monroe [
GREAT VIEW. SO & H
Mam-10pm | TO PLACE AN AD, CALL 318-322-1800 5

113 S. Riverfront St., West Monroe Mitchell . | - DEE PRINTING ¢

Parishioner Owned and

77-8700 Operated




